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Happy 100th 
Birthday Emlyn

Pictured above:  Simon Hayes, left, pictured 
with some of the Highbury College Prince’s 
Trust Team 89 programme members at their 
award presentation ceremony

Previously speech-shy young people have 
proudly spoken up to tell their personal life 
stories. They recounted how they successfully 
overcame their challenges when they recently 
celebrated completion of The Prince’s Trust 
12 week TEAM programme.  It includes self-
development and teamwork-building, through 
work experience, residential, involving sporting 
and community projects.
It is the 89th course led by Highbury College over 19 
years.  Altogether, almost 3,500 participants have 
benefited from the programme. It is one of a number 
of young people development initiatives launched by 
Prince Charles in 1990.
Over the last three years, 20 programmes have 
been run with public speaking modules designed 
with mentoring volunteered by local public speaking 
clubs including Chichester’s Arun Speakers, 
Fareham’s Solent Speakers and Portsmouth’s 
Spinnaker Speakers. Around 250 young people have 
completed the programme which reaches its climax 
with a presentation on their newly-gained experience
The latest ‘graduates’ received their Prince Charles-
signed certificates awards from Simon Hayes, 
Hampshire Police and Crime Commissioner. Police 
officers from Hampshire have helped by being 
seconded to the programme as mentors for the 
groups’ programme participants. 

Simon Hayes praised the young people, the 
programme leaders and the mentors, saying: “I 
was delighted to present the young people with 
certificates in recognition of their achievements on 
the course. Hearing personal stories of progress 
and individual determination to take control and 
shape their own future was inspiring and uplifting. 
Projects like this programme are hugely important in 
supporting young people who, for whatever reason, 
have not developed confidence in their personal 
identity, yet clearly have so much to offer society."
Head of Foundation at Highbury College, Kevan 
Wayne-Morris commented: “Our college is proud to 
head these programmes. They help the participants 
to make life-changing steps. The young people come 
from areas including Chichester, Fareham, Gosport, 
Havant, Portsmouth and Waterlooville.”
Sharon Carroll, Programme Leader adds: “The 
young people face up to their challenges by enrolling 
voluntarily, often with the encouragement of a family 
member or a friend who’s succeeded on a previous 
programme. I’m always bowled over by the courage 
they show. They come to us with backgrounds that 
include fragmented family life, addiction, mental 
health, exclusion from education and training. It’s so 
rewarding to play a part in their progress.”
Sandra Rampton, a previous Area Governor of 
6 local ‘Toastmaster’ Clubs, has led the public 

Thousands of pounds have been 
raised for charity at a sell-out evening 
hosted by East Hampshire District 
Council chairman Chris Graham.
His ‘Food, Drink and Rock ‘n’ Roll’ event 
– staged at Old Thorns Manor Hotel in 
Liphook – netted nearly £8,000 in aid of 
Cerebral Palsy and Parkinson’s Disease.
As well as buying tickets, guests bid 

enthusiastically for a whole range of 
auction prizes, including aircraft and 
glider flights, rounds of golf, holidays, 
restaurant meals and even a driving 
lesson in a combine harvester.
Then they danced the night away to 
Good Times Roll – a band whose 
drummer is council leader Ferris Cowper.
Cllr Graham said: “This event was the 

highlight of my year as chairman and I 
was thrilled that so many people bought 
tickets and then put their hands in their 
pockets again to bid for the auction lots. 
“Both these charities are dear to my 
heart and I am so pleased that they will 
benefit from my guests’ generosity. I 
would also like to thank Old Thorns for 
their support.”

Emlyn Roberts, from 
Southampton, celebrated his 
100th birthday with a tea party 
at Age Concern Hampshire’s 
Padwell Road Day Centre.
Emlyn was born in South Wales 
in April 1914 where he met his 
wife Nellie. After studying to 
doctorate level, he worked as 
an electrical engineer for The 
Mullard Company, rising through 
the ranks to become chief 
engineer at the Southampton 
factory until his retirement.
In 1940, he was one of the last 
British citizens to escape from 
Holland following Nazi invasion, 
carrying with him important 
manufacturing information that 

supported the war effort.
A pillar of the local community, 
Emlyn spent many years as 
an elder at St Andrews United 
Reform Church on The Avenue 
and as chair of Southampton’s 
Welsh Society. He has two 
children, two grandchildren, and 
two great grand children.
Padwell Road day centre 
manager Maria Vicente said: 
“Emlyn is a soft spoken 
and gentle man who never 
complains about anything. 
He always has a smile on his 
face and tells us the secret to 
his longevity is a full English 
breakfast every day!”

Thousands raised as promises go under the hammer

Young people 
celebrate princely 
reward

speaking club mentor teams over the last 
three years. She echoes the plaudits. Sandra 
commented: ”Our mentors all agree it’s a great 
privilege - and a humbling experience – to help 
the young people ‘find their feet as they find 
their voice’.  In just two workshop sessions - 
in weeks 10 and 12 of the programme - they 
transform themselves from shy starters to 
confident communicators.”

To find out more about the Prince’s Trust 
Programme, contact Sharon Carroll, Highbury 
College Programme Leader on 07901 
978266, the College switchboard 023 92 
383131 or send an email to sharon.carroll@
highbury.ac.uk

To find a local 
‘Toastmaster’ 
public speaking 
club, visit www.
d71.org/portal.
php?page=4
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